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Launch: April 1, 2026  Mission 
duration: 9 days, 1 hr 32 min 

Canada made history when Canadian 
Space Agency (CSA) astronaut Colonel 
Jeremy Hansen became the first 
Canadian – and first non-American – 
to ever participate in a lunar mission 
as part of Artemis II, the first crewed 
mission to the Moon since the Apollo 
missions over 50 years ago. The four-
person crew launched from Florida on 
the SLS rocket and flew aboard the 
Orion spacecraft, testing all of its life-
support, navigation, and other 
systems in deep space to make sure 
everything works properly in 
preparation for future missions. They 
ventured beyond the far side of the 
Moon as part of a lunar flyby.  

After travelling for nearly 10 days and 
over 1 million kilometres, Orion 
splashed down in the Pacific Ocean 
off the coast of San Diego. This 
mission was a unique opportunity to 
bring Canadians together and inspire 

them to strengthen our leadership in 
the global space sector, and to highlight 
Canada's essential role in the future of 
space exploration. 

The historic Artemis II mission was the 
first crewed test flight of the Artemis 
campaign, a multi-mission campaign set 
to create a durable lunar presence and 
pave the way for human exploration of 
Mars. 

Following the success of the Artemis I 
uncrewed test flight in 2022, the 
Artemis II mission travelled 
around the Moon to ensure 
that all of the Orion spacecraft's 
systems work as designed with a crew 
of four on board. Crewmembers lived 
and worked aboard Orion throughout 
their journey and not only inspired 
Canadians but millions of people 
around the world with their courage, 
humility, camaraderie and 
professionalism throughout the 
mission!
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https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/missions/artemis-ii/mission.asp#crew
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/missions/artemis-ii/mission.asp#crew
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/missions/artemis-ii/sls-orion.asp
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronomy/moon-exploration/artemis-missions.asp#artemis-ii
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronomy/moon-exploration/artemis-missions.asp
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronomy/moon-exploration/artemis-missions.asp
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronomy/moon-exploration/artemis-missions.asp#artemis-i
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/missions/artemis-ii/living-aboard-orion.asp
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/missions/artemis-ii/living-aboard-orion.asp
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Canadian Space Agency astronaut Joshua Kutryk 
assigned to Crew-13 Space Sta;on mission 

Canadian Space Agency (CSA) astronaut RCAF Colonel Joshua 
Kutryk has been assigned to NASA’s SpaceX Crew-13, an 
International Space Station mission. 

This will be Joshua’s first space mission, making him the 
fourth CSA astronaut to take part in a long-duration mission 
aboard the Space Station and the first one to fly under NASA’s 
Commercial Crew Program. He will launch no earlier than 
mid-September 2026 from Florida, along with his crew-mates, 
NASA astronauts Jessica Watkins and Luke Delaney, and 
Roscosmos cosmonaut Sergey Teteryatnikov. 

During his mission, Joshua will conduct several international 
and Canadian science experiments, many of which focus on 
health-related research, as well as Station maintenance and 
operations activities. As humans prepare to set foot on the 
surface of the Moon, it is essential to continue to deepen our 
understanding of what is required to allow humanity to live, 
learn and work in the harsh environment of space. The 
Station is a unique testbed for these valuable experiments. 

Canadian participation in the International Space Station 
showcases the world‑leading expertise of Canadian 
companies in key areas such as space robotics and vision 
systems. This expertise has translated into commercial spin-
offs such as precision surgical robotic tools for neurosurgery, 
breast cancer detection, and telesurgery. Access to the 
orbiting laboratory has also allowed Canadian scientists to 
produce findings that can help people suffering from balance 
problems, osteoporosis, cardiovascular disorders, and Type 2 
diabetes. 

Joshua was quoted as saying,  “I am honoured to be a part of 
Crew-13 and represent Canada on this mission. To me, space 
is driven by curiosity, adventure, innovation, and science – 
but above all, collaboration. Collaboration that creates 
opportunity and builds a better future. I’m committed to 
making the most of this unique opportunity.” 

Quick facts 

�
 Joshua Kutryk was recruited as a CSA astronaut in 2017 
and completed his basic training in 2020. Since then, he 
has served Canada’s space program and worked in 
different positions, including guiding spacewalks from 
NASA’s Mission Control (Johnson Space Center in 
Houston) and overseeing commercial vehicle procedures 
and daily operations on the Station. He brings extensive 
expertise as an engineer and former test and fighter pilot. 

�
 Joshua was previously assigned to Starliner-1. NASA 
announced late last year that this mission would become 
an uncrewed cargo flight. The CSA and NASA worked 
together to change Joshua’s assignment to Crew-13. 

�
 Space is a growing sector which generates well-paying 
jobs and helps develop critical technologies that improve 
the everyday lives of Canadians.  

�
 According to the State of the Canadian Space Sector 2024, 
Joshua will be the eighth CSA astronaut to fly to the 
International Space Station and the fourth on a long-
duration mission.  

Find Joshua Kutryk’s full biography here: 

https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronauts/canadian/
active/bio-joshua-kutryk.asp 
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https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronauts/canadian/active/bio-joshua-kutryk.asp
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/astronauts/canadian/active/bio-joshua-kutryk.asp


A Special Thank You To The Air Force Day on the Hill Sponsors!

Vol 50 No 1 - 2026 


